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I a historical character on atheism is the ( Dictionnaire
Ides Athens' (1799), b7 tne enthusiastic atheist, P. S.
f Mare'chal. Here Justin Martyr, Saint Augustine, Pascal, Bossuet, Leibnitz, and the most virtuous and pious
^men of all ages, are glorified as atheists. In partial excuse it must be remembered that Reimann, in the excess of his Protestant zeal, has enlarged his list of atheists with Roman Catholic divines, and that Roman Catholic writers have frequently relegated the reformers and other Protestant theologians to the same category.
From the very rise of a specifically anti - atheistical literature, the desire was manifested to trace the causes of atheism, but the harsh and illiberal mode of viewing differences of opinion so long and widely prevalent, had a very injurious effect on the investigation. Much that , is excellent on this subject will be found vigorously stated by Prof. J. S. Blackie in his ' Natural History of Atheism' (1877).
The question, whether or not atheism is compatible with morality and with political security and prosperity, was keenly and fully discussed in numerous writings published in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. The history of this controversy, which is a remarkable testimony to the intellectual influence of Machiavelli and Bayle, deserves to be written. It seems quite forgotten and unknown at present.
In note II. of Appendix to 'Theism,' I have indicated the works in which the relation of religion to morality seems to me to have been most thoughtfully discussed.
^Reference may also be made to the paper by W. H.
';Mallock on "Modern Atheism: its Attitude towards
| Morality," in the 'Contemporary Review,' Jan. 7, 1877.